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ROCTOBER: Who is in the yand? 
Paul: Nick Atocha, Theo Regan, 
Dennis Kelly, Paul Slifer. 

ROC: You've been described as 
Punkabilly, Psychobilly . . . what do 
you think about all these ‘billys? 
Dennis: Rockabilly is a great 
thing, but | don't want it attached 
all the time. People see the way | 
look . . . if you use any grease in 
your hair, automatically you're 
rockabilly. It's in there but its not 
the whole thing. 

Paul: There's just as much punk. 
I'd rather not be categorized. 
ROC: What music are you 
recommending now? 

Dennis: Any solid punk rock that's 
honest, we all know what that is. 
Evan John and the H-Bombs (from 


Austin). Any Link Wray, that's #1. 





Paul: I've been listening to The 
Only Ones, Ventures, Johnny Cash, 
Headcoats, Velvet Crush a lot. 
ROC: Paul, you're known for your 
tattooing. How do you relate it to 
your music? 

Paul: Definitely tattoos have a lot 
to do with Rock & Roll, the whole 
image. | think tattoos are just 
Rock & Roll. Not in a Heavy Metal 
way. Just traditional. 

ROC: Describe the music and the 
band for people who haven't heard 
Or seen it. 

Dennis: It's about playing what we 


want. Totally pure. 
Paul: | think of Ourselves as a fun 
band. | don't like a serious 


atmosphere, but we still take our 
music pretty seriously. 

ROC: What's next? 

Dennis: Our demo is done, but you 
can't buy it. Maybe I'll give it to 
you if you ask. We've Oniy been 
going since October. We're babies 
as far as what we can do. 
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| was drunk and groggy after L7's gut busting set at Babyhead in Providence but it 
was too early to go home especially on a big nite like Sunday so | staggered to dunkin 
donuts to stuff a 99¢ (fart sandwich) croissant down my pie hole. Still feeling the need 
for oral stimulation | sauntered across town to my favorite loser bar -- The Church 
House for several nite caps. Oh lord in heaven the surprise and joy that filled me when | 
saw the only other people in the bar were L7 themselves. Drinking budweiser and 
listening to AC DC or the Juke. Due to the lack of people in the place it was not too long 
before Rock Queen Donita and | struck up a pleasant conversation. Since | was dog drunk 
| only remember bits and pieces of the conversation. But I’m sure it was very pleasarit. 
Donita told me they just got off tour with Helmet and that she thought Helmet was 
bound to make it big. | thought that was nice. We also talked about B grade movies. | 
told her of my plans to cause the rebirth of the B's and she was very impressed. Our 
conversation then drifted to L7's soul sisters Lunachicks. Donita told me that they 
played a benefit together in California and that she thought the Lunachicks were truly 
Killer. So we sat there talking and drinking and | was struck by how sweet and girly 
these women were. Since their music is so very heavy and mean sounding | really 
expected them to be tough and foul mouthed. This however was not the case. They were 
having a hell of a time getting loaded and dancing to LL Cool J on the Jukebox and yes, 
giggling. As the night wore on and my brain began to pickle we vehemently discussed 
the early. 80's hardcore deal with an emphasis on L.A. Donita told me she used to go out 
with one of the guys in Youth Brigade and that he was a dork. | told her about my band 
and she seemed fascinated (not). Then it was time to go because my ride was leaving -- 
Nanita asked what was going on the next day in Providence so | gave her my number -- 
I'm stil waiting for her call. 
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THE PHANTOM CREEPERS, the masked purveyors of Horror Surfabiily, have 

a new 4° Goming out, featuring Space Devil, BaBADaBing and Pick Up Truck. 

bets listen itn as Colonel Johnny Creeper (Lead Guitar), Little Frankie meget 
(Rhythm Guitar:, The Phantom Hogbutcher of Fremont Street (Vocals, Drums) and 
The King of the Creeps ‘Drums, Vocals) lounge around the Creeper Central and 
Lalk about rodents.... é 









wee 
CJC: The Skunk Pirate. Jack Bs 
the Skunk sedater 

KOTC: That was a good one. 
TPH: THat was aqood one. 
CJC: Yeah, there's lots of 


stories. 


Cni. Johnny Creeper: I've got 

a great skunk story. When we 
were Kids we had a garage and 
Chere were tons of skunks 
everywhere. So one day we 
went into the garage ana there 
was this family of skunks and 
we had these old bicycles and 
we had these big banana seats 
and the skunks were eating the 
banana seats on our bicycles. 
They were Catling the foam and 
the plastic. And so my dad, 
Jack, gets in the Station 
wagon, the '72 Fleetwood and 

he drives the StCatton Wadgon 
YUP to the qarage doors and he 
LUrns the Lights on, the 

high beams, and it's in the 
middle of the day, and the 
skunks get mesmerized, and he 
backs upthe car and al] the 
SKunks come trotting out fOllow- xi — Sa 
ing the hadlights. teh a we BY eiatiohy 3 & > a 
He backs a!1 the way down the ERR | a 
driveway, and all these Skunks 
are walking down the driveway. 
Little Frankie Highball: Wow! 
CUC:And so he backs oOuc tnto 
the road and turns of £ and the 
Skunks went walking down the 
street. besa totally eruc 
Story, swear to Christ. 

The Phantom Hogbutcher: John- 
ny [ believe all your stories 
but ther's a part of me.. 

King of the Creeps: {(—n Laughing 
disbeliet, qouting Johnny} 
"Swear to Christ"... 

CJC: Tt's true. They were eat- 
ing our bicycle seats, 

PPH: What colr were the banana 
Seats? 

CIC:Neon glitter With yellow 
yetlow strington® ite 

Peli Tyce <Mep eee ruben ae) 





SLEEPY LABEEF IS A TRUE GIANT OF THE MUSIC INDUSTRY, IF 
NOT A SUPERSTAR. The 6'6" ROCKABILLY PIONEER eS nk \ 
EARTH PERFORMING THE BEST SHOW STILL AVAILABLE IN S , 






Aas 
CLUBS ANYWHERE. Jake Austen, (fer talked-to the -gargant————\— 
Minton, David Neer and Paul Slifer taTkea to the one a \ 
uan Living Legend between sets of his Show at Chan S| “seygageis 
Eggroll and Jazz in Woonsocket, RI. oS it goes. a 
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JAKE: Have you ever played in a Chinese resteraunt before? 
SLEEPY LABEEF:I've played rodeos, bullfights in Spain, everywhere 
else probably: 

J: I saw a picture of you Playing in London for 
Boys. Can you say Something about that. 

SL: J went over to Europe for the first time 
listen to 
Paul: 





a group of Teddy 


in 1979, they still] : 
the original style of Rock and Rdll o ver there. 


There's stilla younger crowd over there, right? 

SL:They grew up listening to the old time stuff, Buddy Holly, etc.. 
In America radio stations are too comercial. For example, theres 
a radio station in New York that plays the same 12 Songs over and 
Over again. We only get played here on college stations. 
DAVID: What was the smallest Honky Tonk you've ever played, 
to the biggest? 
SL: T've played the really big ones: Billy Bob's in 
Gilley's in Pasadena, 
size. 
J:Do you have a favorite baseball team? 
SL: Weil, when I have time to sit down and watch baseball, football, 
Basketball, it depends on where I am and what time it is. ue 
usually pick the weaker team and Punch for them. 
the underdog. No, I don't really 
J: Do you play any sports? 
SL:I played basketball a little in school, but I started with the 
guitar when I was 12, so I always chose MUSIC Over sports. 
J:How many cups of coffee do you drink a day? 
SL:Well, ft can drink 12 to 15. I can drink coffee and if I'm sleepy, 
tired, ! can go to sleep right away. What will keep you awake are ! 

things like Coke, 7up, things with sugar. Coffeee gets a lot x 
of hype because they say caffiene will keep you up, but that's not es 
true, Truck drivers don't believe coffee will keep you up. bode ; 


Waitress; Excuse me, Someone in the lounge wants to buy you a 
drink. What''l]l it be? 


SL: Coffee, black. 

J: How many songs do you Know? 
SL: T don't know? 

eiWe Il read... 


compared 


Fort Worth, and 
and I've played smaller Places down to this 


Tt usually root for 
have a favorite team. 








Bronwyn: Let them count em. 
SL:What is this interview for? 


J:A fanzine. Weve interviewed a few bands. 
SL: Now, I started out in 1954. Ours is the old time Rock and Roll 


not the new stuff. T believe it's the best of all music. HIF Tbitly” 
Boogic Woogie. It combines country, Hillbilly, Black Blues, 
Southern Gospel. Back then we had Roy Orbison, George Jones, Gene 


Vincent, Buddy Holly, Tommy Sands, you proably don't remember him. 


Frank Sinatra’s son in law. Of course, Elvis. 
J:Did you ever hear that you were Elvis' favorite singer? 


\.. SL: He never told me that. IT had the pleasure of being a warm up act 


~ | 
WSK \for Rilvis. ['d do a 10-15 minute set. Me, George Jones and Tommy 


\ Sands each did one. Back then you didn't call them opening acts, 
you called them warm up acts. 

D: What do you think of Mr. George Jones. 

SL:T think he's the greatest country Singer. Country singer 

that is. He started out playing strictly old time Rock and Roll. 
He was called Thumper Jones. But they wanted him to be Country 


J:What musicians around now do you 1ike? 

SL:Whoever can get in it and groove. Carl Perkins can still do it. 
Jerry Lee when he can control his temper. If he gets things his 
way and nooone backstage makes him angry he does a good show. He 
his own worst enemy. Bo Diddley's still doing it. 

Caroline:How old were you when you first played publicly. 
SL:About 14. Back in Arkansas. 

(: In bars? 

Sh: No, at country fairs, in country churches. We just played at 
“pt. Anne's church in Brooklyn the other night. 

O:Did you ever meet Hank Williams? 

Sit. te kKnoOw Gun IrCr. Yeah, !I Know Junior, but the closest I ¢ 

ever got to Senior was in Shrevesport, LA listening to Hank's 
morning radio show. It was 15-30 minutes. He was without a 
group, just begining. Then you had shows like the LOuisiana 
Hayride. Elvis started out on that. THe Houston Jamboree, WIS 
im Chicago. Big family type shows. The Grand Ole Opry was more 
Strict. For a long time you couldnt even have drums...My memorics 
of Hank are from the Louisiana Hayride. You Know , when he cashed 
in he was only 29. Just think, he was just a kid and he sang 
those songs. The Life he Lived was the life of a 50 year old. I 
remember when I was 29, I was just a kid. IT didn't Know it then 
but I was. 

J:Do you have any tattoos? 

SL:f don't have any. 

JI:What would you get if you did? 

SI: I don't think that I would. 1 have no desire for any certain 
thing. Not like Brian Setzer, he's got a whole bunch. 

J:Any of the new acts that you like? 

SL:Well, the Stray Cats, Fabulous Thunderbirds, George Tharoughgood. 


— 


In Country I Like Dwight Yoakum, Steve Earle, Randy Travis, there's 
so many of them. 
J: George Strait? 


meme Si.: Yeah. 


Shi: Hawaii. 


i: 142 Oh res 





B:Any states you havn't played in? 


I've been there but aU 
eres 7 IT havn't played there. 


i ; Homer, Anchorage, Alaska. 
Lm Crom West Virginia. 


Sir: I played Brewster Mills, WV. right below the Pittsburgh border. 
I remember playing the weekend before a TV preacner. Their 

publicity dwarfed ours. They were coming next week and we were there 
and their signs were al] bigger than ours, but that's o.k. Promote 
PU elt you gotey tt. : ah eet 

C: What’ do you think about Vanilla Ice? 
~L:f{ don't think thay're too 
tnere's room for ai] types. 


oe 


= ee = ——— 


relative to what were doing. BUt 


If they give a good honest performance 
and give of themselves and give a qood time there's room for 


fNBveryone. I don't think they have to sound like my band. When I'm 


j 1 c= : . * Re es ee * . 

-istening LO cassettes |] Listen tao si types of music. i might 
Listen to some LOUTStana Black B.ues, then Dut on some Bob Wills 
Western Swing. 


I>When did you first listen to Black Blues? 
a113 On the radio, WLAL in Nasinvilie and out of Cnicago. John R. 
and the Hoss Man had a show. f'd hear Muddy Waters and Howlin' Wolf. 


f Gd also hear Bluegrass. Bill Monroe, he's still going. 
O: What's your favorite Bluegrass song? 
SL:Muieskinner Blues 1S a good one. 


HARD 


FROM PUN K PRETTYBOY ro PROFFES ONAL PITCHER 


bast April me and my friend Jake went to see the 
Chicago White Sox play the Red Sox at Fenway 
Park, But, other than seeing a good ball game, 
Our main intention was to meet Scott RadinskKy, 

1 gOod pitcher for the White Sox and former 
frontman of the now defunct Hardcore band Scared 
Straight. scared Straight was one of those early 
Co mid-80's California hardcore bands that was bane! 
on Doug Moody's mostly 7" record label Mystic att 


eer 5 
oat 


Records which I'm pretty sure doesn't exist any- Sth ee 
more. Anyways, me and Jake stood by the Chicago Be 
bullpen with the Scared Straight 7" in hanad 
waiting for Scott. When he came running over to 
the builpen after warmups we yelled to him and 33 
heid the record up. When he saw it he looked real a 
Suprised and said "Where did you guys find that?" sate 
We talked to him a while, and the rest of his teamitt 
mates were really interested in seeing the record ('it 


with the picture of Scott shirtless and bald on ae 





the back. Scott seemed really out of touch with = 


* 
e* 
" 
ore 
et” 


the music scene considering he asked me iit SSD anda is 
tne FU's were still playing around. [I guess he's es 
Just really busy with his baseball carreer. So me 22 
and Jake talked to Scott a bit more about basebali mm 
and Rock music then we went back to our seats and 
watched the game with our autographed copy of the 


SCated —5 bra. ght, *7 "A vtrie basebal | punk rock story. 
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THE CONNELLS ARE FIVE NORMAL LOOKING FELLOWS WHO 


PLAY MUSIC THAT COLLEGE PEOPLE AND NORTH 


CAROLINA PEOPLE LIKE, 


ON 


MIKE CONN 


The 
onne 


IVT CALLED ONE SIMPLE WORD. 
ELL WAS INTERVIEWED BY JAKE 


AUSTEN AND JOE FULLERTON 


‘EAD 


MIKE'S VOICE as A PLEASANT 


SOUTHERN INTELLIGENT TWANG, 


JAKE: CAN YOU TELL ME WHC'S IN THE 
BAND AND WHAT THEY PLAY ? 

MIKE: YEAH, DOUG TiACMILLAN IS 

LEAD VOCALIST, GEORGE HUITLZY PLAYS 
GUITAR AND SINGS:David CONNELL PLAYS 
BASS GUITAR AND MIKE CONNELL PLAYS 
GUITAR, I*M MIKE, PEELE WIMBERLY 
PLAYS DRUMS, 

JsWHAT KIND OF NAME IS PEELE? 
MsIT*S A FAMILY NAME, SOMEONE IN 
THE FAMILY'S LAST NAME, IT'S REALLY 
HIS MIDDLE NAME. 

J:WHAT’S HIS FIRST NAME? 

MsI THINKIT'S WILLIAM, 

Js ARE YOU ACTUALLY FROM NORTH CARO- 
LINA? 

Ma ALL THESE GUYS WERE RAISED IN NG 
EXCEPT FOR ME AND MY BROTHER DAVE, WE 
LIVED IN GEORGIA FOR A WHILE. 

J: WHERE IN GEORGIA? 

M:MACON, YEAH, ALLMAN BROTHERS AND 
..eWELL THATS WHERE THE AUJMAM BRO~ 
THERS LIVED AND RECORDED. 

J:CAN I ASK YOU SOME NC QUESTIONS? 
WHAT’S HARVEY GANT DOING?(GANT RAN 
AND WAS DEFEATED IN THE LAST ELEC- 
TION FOR NC SENATOR, BY INCUMBANT 
JESSE HELMS ) 

M:I THINK SINCE THE ELECTION HE'S 
BEEN KEEPING A LOW PROFILE. I GUESS 
HE'S GOING BACK TO HIS ARCHITECTUR- 
AL FIRM, I GUESS. 

J:WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THE PRO- 
POSED JESSE HELMS ART MUSEUM? 

Ms WHAT? NO WAY! I HADN*’T HEARD 
ABOUT THAT, IT*S A LAUGH. LIKE = 
EVERYTHING HE DOES, IT’S A JOKE, 

UH, I MEAN NONE OF US IN THE BAND 
ARE JESSE HELMS SUPPORTERS. WE! 
PLAYED A HARVEY GANT BENEFIT. WE 
DID AS MUCH AS WE COULD INDIVIDUALLY 
WHICH IS TO VOTE, AND COLLECTIVELY 
WHICH IS TO PLAY THE BENEFIT, I 
DON'T KNOW WHAT IT*LL TAKE TO CET 
JESSE OUT OF OFFICE. MAYBE, WELL 
HIS DYIN' I GUESS, 


THEY HAVE A REcopn 


“Tis 


Js YOU ALL MET AT COLLEGE, RIGHT? 
Ms WELL ME AND MY BROTHER DAVE AND 
GEORGE WERE AT UNC, CHAPEL HILL 
TOGETHER PEELE WAS WITH ANOTHER BAND 
AND DOUG WAS FRIENDS WITH OUR FIRST 
DRUMMER , 

JsDID YOU SEE MICHAEL JORDAN PLAY 
WHILE. YOU_WERG THERE (UNC)2. - - 
MsYEAH, WELL I WENT TO LAW SCHOOL 
AND MY THREE YEARS AT LAW SCHOOL 
WAS HIS THREE YEARS PLAYING AS AN 
UNDERGR,..WELL, HIS THREE YEARS, 
JsYOU WENT TO THE GAMES? 

MsAS MANY AS I COULD. IT WAS TOUGH 
TO GET TICKETS. 

JsWHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THE CHAR~ 
LOTTE HORNETS? (NBA BASKETBALL TEAM} 
M:WELL, I DON'T LIKE THE CITY OF 
CHARLOITE TOO MUCH. CHARLOTTE'S 
KIND OF THE COCKY CITY OF NC. THEY 

* LOOK DOWN ON THE REST OF THE STATE, 
J.WHAT CITY ARE YOU FROM? 

MsRALEIGH. IT'S THE CAPITOL BUT IT’S 
SMALLER THAN CHARLOTTE .CHARLOTTE'S 
TRYING TO BE LIKE ATLANTA, WHY ON 
EARTH ANYONE WOULD LIKE TO BE LIKE 
ATLANTA I DONT KNOW, 


J:DO YOU CR ANY OF THE MEMBERS HAVE 
ANY RITUALS OR TALISMANS YOU USE 
BEFORE PERFORMING OR RECORDING? 
MsD0UG, OUR SINGER, HIS RITUAL IS HE 
NEEDS TC KNOCK BACK A COUPLE OF 
WILD TURKEYS. IT"S ALMOST PSYCHO-~ 
LOGICAL, IT DOES RELAX HIM, WE 

KEEP IT SIMPLE. WE JUMP UP AND DOWN 
A BiT TO GET CIRCULATION GOING, 
SSPECLALLY WHEN WeRE TIRED AND NOT 
LOOKING FORWARD TO PLAYING THE Samp 
SONG TWENTY NIGHTS IN A ROw, 

NO RABBITS FEET. 

J:ANY OF YOU HAVE ANY TATOOS? 

M: NO, 

J: NO? 

Ms: NO, 

Js IF YOU GOT TATOOS WHAT Do yoy 
THINK YOU'D GET? 

MsI THINK,..GQDDAMN SHOULDNT BE THAT 
HARD, CAN THEY MAKE A TATOO OF ANY- 
THING? ‘ 
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J: ACTOTHING. FROM ANY DRAWING OR 
EVEN A DESCRIPTION. 

Ms: CAN I COME BACK TO THAT kee 

J: DO YOU HAVE ANY DOGS OR CATS? 
M:YES, MY YOUNGER BROTHER DAVID AND 
HIS WIFE HAVE A CAT. GEORGE AND HIS 


GIRLFRIEND HAVE CATS. MOST OF US 


LIVE IN APARTMENTS. 
JOE FULLERTON: NO DOGS AT ALL? 
Js NO DOGS ASSOCIATED WITH THE GROUP? 
JF:DID YOU EVER HAVE A DOG? 
MsYEAH. WELSH TERRIER. BEST DOG I 
EVER HAD, . 
Je A WELSH TERRIER HAS SHORT LEGS 
RIGHT? 
MsIT*S LIKE AN AIREDALE. PRETTY 
TOUGH ANIMALS, THEY CROSSBRED 
AIREDALES AND A SMALL TYPE OF TERRIER 
TO GET A DOG WHO COULD BURROW WELL | 
TO DIG OUT ANIMALS LIKE A FOX 
CHASED IN A HOLE, THEY BRED THEM 
FOR THE SAKS OF ARISTOCRATS. 
HEY CAN BE KIND OF VISCIOUS. 
SIF sARE YOU PART WELSH? ; 
"Ms YEAH, WS RECORDED THE LAST ALBUM 
IN WALES. L 








MsIT WAS A TWO STIMTQ PAT HY OTPES 
CALLED ‘ROUKr ieLy STUDIOS. OUL La 

THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE IN THE COUNTRY. 
WE WERE RECORDING OUR RECORD AT THE 
SAME TIME THE POGUES WERE RECORDING 
HELL's DITCH SO I GOT TO MEET JOE 
STRUMMER AND THE GUYS IN THE POGUES. 
YOU DON'T REALLY MEET THE POGUES, — 
THEY'RE GENERALLY TOO DRUNK, THEY . 
DON'T MAKE TOO MUCH OF AN EFFQET TO 
CARRY ON A CONVERSATION. ESPACIAL— 
LY WITH, YOU KNOW, US. YOU KNOW I'™ 
SURE THEY THOUGHT WE WERE A BUNCH 
OF COMPLETE NERDS, WHICH WE PROBABLY 


ARE. A COUPLE OF THEN MADE AN EFFORT ff 


TO TALK, 


J: WHAT ARE THE QUALITIES OF WELSH 
BEER? 

M3POTENT, 

J:WHAT IS IT, MALT LIQUOR? 

M:IT"S NOT QUITE AS THICK AS GUIN- 
NESS STOUT. YOU GET THE STUFF IN 
LIKE THESE OLD WOODEN KEGS. WE 
GOT IT IN A PLACE THAT BREWED IT 
IN THE WILD VALLEY. AND vorm uaye 
TO LET IT SIT STATIONARY FOR 2& 
HOURS SO THE SEDIMENT WOULD SETTLE 
AT THE BOTTOM, CAUSE THIS BEER'S 
GOT LIVING ORGANISMS 7 4T IVE, 
JFsARE THERE A LOT OF LOCAL BEER 
COMPANIES? 

MsEXACTLY, EXACTLY. 

JF sTHEY DON'T HAVE DISTRIBUTERS 
AND BOTTLERS? 

M:WELL BUDWEISER SELLS THERE, 
peur IT*S MOSTLY LOCAL BREWER— 


M:sEXACTLY, - 


J:DO ANY OF THE MEMBERS OF YOUR 
BAND PLAY ACCORDIAN? 
MsI WISH, 


MsWELL, THE INSTRUMENT HAS A SOUND 
THAT IS SO DISTINCT. SORT OF My-~ 
STERIOUS.NOT YOUR EVERYDAY INSTRU- 
MENT. WERE SORT OF LIMITED IN 

WHAT WE CAN PLAY. IT*S UNFORTUNATE. 
JFsARE THERE OTHER ONES THAT YOUD 
LIKE TO PLAY? THE BANJO? 

Mz YEAH, I REALLY WISH I'D LEARNED 
TO PLAY PIANO, OTHER STRING IN- 
STRUMENTS, BANJO, MANDOLIN. 





Milltery Here. Jackson crushed an uprising by the Creek indions 
in Alabama in 1814. He won his greatest mlitary fame the next 
year by defeating the British In the Bottle of New Orleans. 


JsYOU KNOW ANDREW JATKSON WAS - 
BORN IN NC... 

MsYEAH, IN RALEIGH. 

FF:IS THAT WHERE HE'S FROM? 
MNO, ANDREW JACKSON WAS BORN ON 
THE BORDER BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH 
CAROLINA, THER'S A DISPUTE ABOUT 
THAT, ANDREW JOHNSON WAS BORN IN 
RALEIGH, 

J: WHAT ARE YOUR OPAVIONS ABOUT 
JOHNSON AND JACKSON? 







Bulls’ Michsel Jordan soanng between ¢ 
Cavaler defemicrs to take ashot list week. 


De a ee 
Fee ae 


Ms WELL YOU FIGURE HE WAS FOLLOW 
ING UP LINCOLN SO HE HAD THE 
CARDS STACKED AGAINST HIM BUT 
FROM WHAT I*VE BEEN ABLE TO GATHER 
(JOHNSON) WAS, I THINK, PRETTY 
INEPT. MANAGED TO ALIENATE THRE 
SOUTH AS WELL AS PEOPLE FROM THE 
NORTH, € Joe disagrees figuring 
he preserved the Constitution as 
we know it) PRETTY INEPT. I HAVE 
A BETTER OPINION OF JACKSON, HE 
SEEMS FAIRLY CHARISMATIC, PRETTY 
TOUGH. 

JsKIND OF EVIL, THOUGH. 

JFsYEAH, SORT OF GENOCIDAL. 

Ji BUT HIS HOUSE IS GREAT. (THE 
HERMITAGE IN NASHVILLE, ) 

MsYEAH I FORGOT ABOUT WHAT HE @®D 
DID TO THE SEMINOLE INDIANS AND 
THZ CHEROKEES, YEAH ,FORGET WHAT 
I SAID BEFORE, STRIKE IT. 

J:HE WAS A MASON. ARE ANY OF YOU 
GUYS MASONS? 

M:NC, NO MASONS. 





JFsIS JACKSON POPULAR? 

MsNOONE TALKS ABOUT HIM, WELL NOE 
CAROLINA AND SOUTH CAROLINA 
CONSTANTLY DISPUTE WETHER HE WAS 
FROM ONE STATE OR THE OTHER AND 
BOTH WANT TO CLAIM HIM SO I GUESS 
THEY *RE NOT EMBARASSED, 


JFsBUT THER?S NOT THAT PREVALENT 
SENSE OF HISTORY WHERE PEOPLE 
RRALLY LIKE THE SOUTH AND... 
MsWELL IF YOUR TALKING ABOUT THE 
CIVIL WAR THATS A DIFFERENT MAT- 


TER ENTIRELY. THAT EE CARS 
THAT HAVN'T HEALED, PEO IN 


THE SOUTH STILL RESENT THE NORTH, 
I'M TALKING ABOUT PEOPLE MY AGE. 
THEY BOUGHT WHAT THEY'VE BEEN TOL 
JFs SO IT'S NOT DYING OUT? 
Ms THE MORE SENSIBLE PEOPLE PROB- 
ABLY UNDERSTAND THAT IT'S A DAMN 
GOOD THING THAT THE NORTH WON. 
WHEN I WATCH MOVIES ABOUT THE CIV’ 
WAR I FIND MYSELF PULLING FOR THE 
-— SOUTH, I HAD GREAT GRANDFATHERS ~ 
' WHO FOUGHT IN THE WAR, YUP. 
- JF:THE PAST IS/ALIVE? 
MsWELL, THERE'S SORT OF THIS LEG- 
ACY. MOST SOUTHERNERS HAVE . soRrT 
OF INFERIORITY COMPLEX BECAUSE 
OF HOW THE MEDIA PORTRAYS THE SOUT 
AND THE FACT THAT UNTIL VIET NAM 
SOUTHERNERS WERE THE ONLY AMERICAN 
TO LOSE A WAR, AND WHAT SHERMAN 
DID. YOU KNOW, THERES SOME CITIES 
THAT AREN'T NEARLY AS BEAUTLUL 
BECAUSE OF WHAT SHERMAN DID AND 
THE CITIES HE SPARED STILL HAVE 
SOME BEAUTIFUL HOUSES, BUT YOU 
KNOW HE HAD TO DO WHAT HE HAD TO [ 
TO WIN, TO LAY THE SOUTH LOW. 
JsWHAT BANDS DO YOU RECOMMEND AND 
LISTEN TO? 
M:THE WATERBOYS, THE POGUES, LIKE 
EVERYBODY HANK WILLIAMS... 
J: BOCEPHUS? (HANK, JR.) _ 
MsNO, I GUESS OF THE CONTEMPORARY 
GUYS I LIKE RANDY TRAVIS A LOT. 
J:YOU LIKE GEORGE? 
Ms GEORGE JONES HEIL YEAH! 
J:GEORGE STRAIT? 
Ms I DON'T REALLY KNOW HIM, 
Ns: THE TATOO I'D GET WOULD BE THE 
NC STATE MOTTO "ESSE QUAM 


VIDERI" TO RE, NOT SEEM. 
JsHOW ABOUT THE LISCENCE PLATE 
"FIRST IN FLIGHTS 

MsMAYBE, THATS BEING DISPUTED. 
THEY SAY SOMEONE IN CONNECTICUT 
FLEW BEFORE THE WRIGHT BOTHERS. 
JF: YEAH WELL HOW SERIOUSLY CAN | 
YOU TAKE CONNECTICUT. THEY ARE 
“THE NUTMEG STATE". 





Underwood & Underwood 
Wilbur Wright 


Orville Wright 





by Barbara Holt 


Will the real Jerry Butler please 
Stand up?” 

If you don't remember the original 
"To Tell the Truth," you may have seen its 
recent revival on television. You have to 
have seen the show to appreciate the drama of 
the final “moment of truth," when the real 
whoever/whomever amid two imposters was 
asked to stand up. 

The most striking thing about Jerry 
Butler is his authenticity, his genuineness. 
SO, 1t occurred to me that it is no surprise that 
Jerry has never appeared as a guest on "To 
Tell the Truth” -- there are no plausible 
imposters. And, besides, the show's stock 
approach to disclosure would have to be 
changed. The question would have to be 
“Will the real Jerry Butler please drop to one 
knee?" 

I first saw Jerry perform at one of the 
Classic rhythm and blues stage shows at the 
original Regal Theater on 47th Street and 
South Parkway in Chicago around 1960. 
When I completed eighth grade in 1958, "For 
Your Precious Love" was the jam -- the 
definitive blue-light-in-the-basement-party 
slow-drag song. I was only 12 years old, 
but Jerry's mellow vocals touched my pre- 
adolescent soul. All of the rapture involved 
in listening to Jerry's recording of this classic 
was intensified immeasurably when I first 
saw him perform it live. I stayed for the 
second and third shows -- and still wanted 
more. That's what love will do. 

Two decades later, I saw Jerry 
perform at the Arie Crown Theater at 
McCormick Place, and the experience was 
just as coolly electrifying as during my 
marathon stage show attendance days. The 
moment when Jerry slowly turned toward 
one of the women back-up singers as she 
walked down from a platform to take up her 
part in “Ain't Understanding Mellow" almost 
matched for dramatic effect The Ice Man's 
drop to one knee while crooning "wanting 
you... at the conclusion of “For Your 
Precious Love." Almast 


“5 


On wax or tape or CD, Jerry's 
genuineness comes across in ways that 
escape words on paper. Works like his mid- 
seventies "Suite for a Single Girl” (“Brown 
paper bags and telephone pages, books on 
life as seen by sages .. .") must be heard to 
truly appreciate the measure of Jerry's 
originality. Of course he excels on ballads, 
but he also brings to up-tempo tunes an 
understanding that is, indeed, mellow. 
Listen to "He Will Break Your Heart" for 
Starters, and "Western Union Man." In fact, 
the cha-cha style “Country Fair" and flip-side 

doo-wop "Gift of Love" released with the 
Impressions in the fifties provide on one 
vintage disc a great example of Jerry's 
mastery of both fast songs and slow jams. 

Fortunately, Jerry Butler's public 
service career (as a member of the Cook 
County Board of Commissioners) has not 
ended his career as an entertainer, and he still 
performs in Chicago from time to time. I 
consider Jerry's singing the greatest public 
service he can provide, and seeing him in 
person is still the best way to experience his 
authenticity. 


‘¢ 1992 Barbara Holt 
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